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tent with the pavement. There were already about
7,000,000 refugees south of the Loire, and in a few
weeks there were to be 10,000,000 refugees, 1,200,000
demobilized soldiers and 1,200,000 French prisoners
released by the Germans.
The Cabinet, we learnt, was still discussing the ques-
tion whether France should capitulate, or carry on the
fight from North Africa. There were ugly rumours
that the peace party was gaining ground. The sinister
Laval could be seen lobbying at cafes. Waverers were
being won over by the argument that there was no
harm in asking the Germans their terms, and that if the
terms were dishonourable the struggle would be con-
tinued from North Africa. The " men of the capitu-
lation " knew well enough that once the Government
was caught up in negotiations with regard to terms, it
would be very difficult to draw back, but the waverers
fell into the trap. It was left to Mandel, a calm but
tragic figure, to announce on Sunday night that those
who were in favour of a fight to the bitter end, Reynaud,
himself, Monnet, the Socialist, Louis Mann and others,
had been defeated; the Reynaud Government had
fallen and Petain was Prime Minister. That, we knew,
meant the end of resistance; the new Government
would ask for the terms and would be forced to accept
them, whatever they were. There would be no ques-
tion of continuing the fight from North Africa* But
even so, Paul Baadouin, who remained as Foreign
Minister, continued the subterfuge of pretending that
they still intended to fight if the terms were not satis-